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OLD ACTORS AND THE PRESEN I | to insignificance, and nature holds, indeed, 
TRAGEDIANS. sovereign sway. 

Ir is pleasant in reading such works as} The ‘style of Betterton and Mrs. Siddons 
‘“‘ Cibber’s Life” to meet with the genuine | seems to have been similar—grave, solemn, 
and hearty enthusiasm for the great actors | impassioned, sublime. Garrick, on the 
who have departed—the impression of contrary, if not deficient in dignity, was 
whose genius is so vivid that time cannot | vivid, electric, and full of vitality ; his hu- 
efface it from the memory. mour being equal to his pathos. Miss 

There are those alive whose admiration | O’Niel was nearly all pathos ; Kean had no 
of Siddons, of Kean, of Kemble, and of less tenderness than passion; and in our 
O’Niel is not less intense than Cibber’s of | own recollection, Macready excelled most 
Betterton. Pity indeed, as the player has|in depicting misery and horror; Mrs. 





said, that in a short time nothing but tradi-| Butler in imaginative passion; Vandenhoff 
_tion remains of all the splendid triumphs of in stern heroic grandeur ; Henry Betty in 





art. From all that we can gather, Better- mony feeling ; Phelps in rugged pathos. 
ton seems to have been the greatest of tra- 


edians ; he was like Shakspeare, without a | 

pace ey Indeed, till. Garrick came METROPOLITAN ‘THEATRES. 
forth, Betterton was the only actor of great |= 
genius, as a tragedian, whom the English | DRURY LANE, 
stage could boast. | Tue continued and brilliant success of this 

As we advance to the meridian of life, we | theatre sufficiently evidences the fact that 
linger sadly over the reminiscences of the the people of this country are not so insensi- 
past, and recal in vain the fervour of boy- ble to the dramatic art as has been guessed. 
hood. Wecannot participate in the illusion And this suecess may be mainly attributed 
of the scene as we were wont; acting is to the untiring energy of the manager, who 
unreal and imperfect to the critic, and he really appears to leave no effort untried — 
applauds not. | no improvement uneffected to achieve the 

We have seen Mr. Oxenford, of the Times, | triumph. Undoubtedly, Mr. G. V. Brooke 
as unmoved and imperturbable in his box; has made a great hit, and equally un- 
when a new play or a new actor has had to | ; questionable i is it that this gentleman has 
undergo the ordeal of his judgment as if he been extremely well supported by the com- 
were the Lord Chancellor. In fact, a critic pany now engaged there—and, at present, 
loses all enjoyment of art in the cultivation | a night's entertainment at old Drury is quite 
of a faculty that admits of no appeal to the a treat. We regretted to hear that one 
heart and the fancy. Yet it is just possible night last week Mr. George Bennett so far 
for a mighty triumph of histrionic genius to forgot professional etiquette, as never to 
excite the nerves of one of these intellectual | visit the theatre at all, although he well knew 
petrifactions ; and then judgmentis reduced his name was in the bill, This was inex- 
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cusable, and Mr. E. T. Smith addressed the | and did not overstep the modesty of nature. 


audience with his usual manly spirit—ex- 
plained the nature of the disappointment, or 
rather more correctly speaking, of the in- 
convenience thus incurred—and was received 
by the crowded audience with continued 
applause. It is truly pitiable to see actors 
thus proving themselves, as they so frequen.ly 
do, their own direct foes. On Monday a 
new five act play was produced—the author 
isa Mr. G. H. Barker, the title of which is | 
Lhe Betrothal, This play has been acted 
in the United States, Mr. Brooke sustaining 
the principal character with zeal and ability, 
surpassiny all his former efforts. The other 
parts were effectively sustained, and the 
play was announced for repetition amid the 
waving of hats, &c., by an over-flowing and 
highly respectable audience. Thus old 
Drury now assumes its former invincible 
position. 
STRAND. 

Tuis pretty little theatre is now filled nightly 
to an overflow. The new acting manager, 
Mr. J. Payne, seems to have given new life | 





The Unprotected Female followed, in which 
Miss Marshall appeared again with increased 
success; after which the well-known bur- 
lesque, Othello, was capitally acted. Miss 
Georgiana Hodson, who was the Desdemona, 
has a nice voice, and with practice will make 
a good singer. We did not stop to see the 
ballet, which, from the names in it, must be 
good. All the pieces had ample justice done 
to them, and we were pleased to hear so 
splendid a band, under the direction of Mr. 
Isaacson. 
QUEEN'S. 

Tue extraordinary success which Mr. Stan- 
field James has achieved in the public mind 
by his admirable pictorial panoramas, does 
not in the least surprise us, for certainly he 
has within him the true essence of poetic 
painting, and with facility can portray upon 
canvas what the most eloquent of our orators 
and actors sometimes fail in conveying in 
words. The panorama now exhibiting here, 


'in the drama entitled Mont Blane, is really 


admirable. Mr. and Mrs. Cowle, together 





to the performances ; the pieces selected are | with Mr Manders and Mr. J. Parry, attract 
well calculated for the size of the theatre | marked and justly earned applause. The 
and the audiences who generally attend ; | house, despite of warm weather, continues 
the new company just selected are for the | to be highly patronised, and great novelties 





most part well known for their talent, and | 
from what we see there is no doubt this little | 
bijou will flourish as in the golden days of | 
poor Hammond, who made a handsome for- | 
tune here, and lost it by taking Drury Lane. | 
We were highly pleased at witnessing the | 
petite comedy of Mr. E. Stirling’s Captain 
Charlotte, which was admirably acted | 
throughout. Messrs, Ranoe, H. Lee, | 
Rogerson, and Douglass, played up to each | 
other very effectively; and Miss Marshall | 
was a host in herself—this young and clever | 
actress, in her acting, is an amalgamation of | 
Madame Vestris and Mrs. Keeley—with 
youth and a handsome person ; she acts with 
a naivete not equalled on the stage, and is 
always well up in the part she sustains, 
and never flags from first to last. She is 
evidently a great favourite, and the life and 
son] «f comedy. The farce of Binks the 
Bagman introduced us to Mr. J. W. Sharpe, 
who personified Binks with consummate 
humour; this is a crack part with Wright, 
and it is but justice to Mr. Sharpe to say he 





made it quite as amusing as the great gun, 


ale promised, 
CITY OF LONDON. 
Tue benefit for the widow of poor John 


| Wilkins has turned a complete benefit, in 


every sense of the word. Messrs. Johnson 
and Nelson Lee gave the gratuitous use of 
the theatre for the occasion, and every mem- 
ber of the company contributed their night’s 
salary fur the occasion, This was indeed 
liberality. Mr. Ternan, of Drury Lane, 
Mr. Charles Pitt, the celebrated tragedian ; 
Mr. R. Phillips, and other eminent artistes, 
also contributed their gratuitous aid—but 
none deserve more praise then Mr. Austin 
Lee, to whose able superintendence the 
whole business was confided, and who man- 
aged it all in a way at once creditable to 
his head and his heart. The summer season 
terminates on Saturday, with the benefit of 
Mr. W. Searle, the stage-manager, when a 
bumper may be expected. 


STANDARD. 


Mr. James ANDERSON gave the East-end a 
treat by his masterly performance of the 
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Moor, previous to his departure for America, 
Mr. James Anderson, next to the greatest 
Othello of the day (Mr. G. V. Brooke), is, 
indisputably, one of the best Othello’s we 
have; and his powerful acting tells with 
very great effect, particularly through the 
last three acts, in which he was admirable ; 
he seems to summon forth all the talents he 
is master of into one grand, effective whole. 
His Othello is, in fact, a masterpiece ; and 
the first two acts of the tragedy over, he 
commands the attention of all by his very 
naturalness and impressiveness. His decla- 
mation was, through the last three acts, ex- 
ceedingly good, and his voice clear and elo- 
quent. Nota fault was manifest in his elo- 
cutionary powers. In the performance of 
Mr. E,. B. Gaston, as Iago, there was 
nothing very remarkable ; some of his points 
told, but they were few: the rest were 
almost all chiefly marred for lack of judg- 
ment. Now and then, by the side of Mr. 
Anderson, he gave a few parts of the subtle 





or avoleano in a course of eruption; one 
might, forsooth, suppose some base caitiff 
had been villainously depositing quicksilver 
in his very veins and functional arteries to 
effect so great a commotion of his body. 
Mrs. R. Honner, as Desdemona, was very 
clever and very natura], whilst Miss Adelaide 
Cooke gave place to some force and skilful 
enaction in the part of Emilia. We were 
sorry, however, to hear this lady in the 
fourth act, utter “ He called her wHore ” 
[given with great emphasis ], when tee more 
generally accepted reading is “ He called 
her WANTON ”—a term far better becoming 
the actress, and far more fit for expression 
before an indiscriminate assembly of persons. 
We could wish that, at this advanced period, 
when Shakspeare’s Othello is placed upon 
the stage, the tragedy was also purged of 
several of its copulative and sensual allu- 
sions—that lewd sentences were erased to 
give place to other language, not so glaring, 
and more suited to the age. For instance, 





Ancient with discretion ; and we are sure, 
if a little more judgment were brought 
to bear upon his performance, his Iago 
might, at least, command the respectful at- 
tention of the critic. Next to Mr. James 
Anderson’s Othello, the Cassio of Mr. 
Joseph Rayner was the most creditable and 
genius-like performance of the evening : and 
the good sense, and discrimination evinced 
on the part of this gentleman bespeak hima 
tragedian of no ordinary merit and genius. 
We are happy to state, as a mark of our 
high esteem for Mr. Joseph Rayner, that, 
with the exception of Messrs. Howe and 
Creswick, we never remember seeing the 
drunken scene more cleverly performed. 
We could wish that the same amount of 
quiet consistency exhibited in the Lieutenant 
had also marked the performance of the 
Ancient. The Roderigo of Mr. Bigwood 
proved tu us something quite foreign, for in 
the hands of that gentleman the Venetian 
gent was, decidedly, metamorphosed into a 
new acquaintance! We, certainly, never 
remember seeing Roderigo look so egregi- 
ously silly befcre, and for the first time in 
our life we witnessed in place of him—a 
running footman! He made his entrances 
and his exits on and off the stage with the 
velocity of an ejected arrow, and his little 
pody was as restless as stars in their orbits, 


what need it be said “ He sleeps to-night 
with a harlot,” when the more generally 
accepted reading now is ‘‘ He sups to-night 
with a harlot.”? As regards the production 
of the tragedy, with respect to scenery, &c., 
that-was as well as could reasonably be ex- 
pected, and the decorations of the house 
presented a cheerful appearance. We staid 
to see the farce of the Wedding Ring, which 
was very well performed by all engaged in 
it. 


BRITANNIA SALOON, 


Mr. Lavz continues to cater for the public 
in that judicious manner which has hitherto 
marked his managerial campaign. During 
the past week the “ Aztec Children” have 
appeared in addition to the dramatic novelties 
presented—they are extraordinary speci- 
mens of nature, and have aroused the 
curiosity of thousands “‘ down east.” A 
new piece, entitled Tom of Tadcaster ; or, 
the Othello of Humble Life has met with a 
favourable reception. The hero (Tom) is 
| sustained by a Mr. Crawford—new to these 
| boards; he was, at times, too violent, yet, 
‘despite his ranting propensities, he played 
his part well. Mr. H. Dudley, as Ralph, 
| was villainous in the extreme, whilst Mr. 
| Fitzwilliam (another new candidate), as 
| Henry Melford, was quiet and gentlemanly, 
|Mr. H. Newham, as Robin Redbreast, af- 
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forded much merriment ; and the piece was 
otherwise well supported by Mesdames 
Yarnold, Julia Power, and Fitzwilliam. 


The revival of the Black Cat of Coventry | 
has afforced Mr, Reynolds ample scope for | 


the display of his dramatic skill in Ronald 
Dhu: he was much applauded. The 
** Aztee Children” appear again this week, 


and we strongly advise those who have | 


not seen these wonderful beings to go to 
the Britannia. 
PAVILION. 

Tuts Eastern establishment is doing very 
well, under the able direction of Messrs. 
Elphinstone and Neale. Mr. Charles Webb’s 
drama of The Vagrant—his Wife and 
Family, which, it appears just now, is the 
fashion to play almost everywhere—has been 
received with the greatest applause. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


Gro, F.—Ask Mr. Lacy, the Theatrical Book- 
seller, Wellington Street, Strand ; or send us 
your advertisement, stating the particulars. | 
You will soon have application. Each in- 
sertion two shillings, 

W. M. S.—Go to the London Mechanics’ In- 
stitution and ask for Mr, West. He will tell | 
you when their elocution class meets, The | 
reason the plays you uame are not acted, is 
because there are no actors capable of em- 
bodying the characters. 


B. W. W.—We could not insert the article as 
it was sent. We should be guilty of publish- | 
ing the indecent language you complain of. 


Bortine.—Miss Gordon is a clevei actress. 
Her age is eighteen. 


TALLIs has been received, 
Britain is thanked, 








the Theatrical Journal. 
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present high position of melodrama and the 
low ebb of the legitimate, is a source of 


| great annoyance and extensive conjecture 


as to what that thing must be that could 
expel our valuable native drama from its 
position, and usurping its high throne, de- 
stroy its cheerful and wholesome influence 
on the minds of the people. 
Melodrama is, in my opinion, essentially 
‘the drama of sight, not of the understand- 
|ing. The spectator’s eye is met by an ex- 
citing train of incident unfolded to the view 
by excited action ; in many cases the piece 
is enlivened by a long train of “ fearful 
' situations,” combats, incendiary fires, &c., 
all which, while they fill the eye with pleas- 
ing sights, remove from the mind that 
salutary influence, that moral view, which, 
|in the words of Hamlet, ‘hold as ’twere 
'the mirror up to nature, show virtue her 
| own features, scorn her own image, and the 
| very age and body of the time, its form 
and pressure.” Take for instance the drama 
of The Corsican Brothers, which has reigned 
paramount, from the monarch on her throne 
to the two penny frequenter of the Bower 
| Saloon. This drama owes its success to the 
appearance, at intervals, of a spirit, whose 
| existence (luckily legendary) is an obvious 
| absurdity, a mere attempt upon the cre- 
| | dulity of a thinking public. The credit (?) 
| of the production of this trash belongs to 
that. discerning and fashionable manager, 
Mr. C, Kean, and is sample of the taste of 
| that gentleman and his patrons. The only 
real melodramatic theatre of note is the 
, Adelphi, and as a melodramatic house is 
first on the list. Glance for a moment at 
the productions of this house, which are 
professedly dependent upon the tact of the 
manager in devising tableaux of an exciting 
character and gorgeous description. The 
audience is, at this theatre, naturally an 
audience who do not care for poetry, but 
are better pleased by the tableaux before 
alluded to. The successef Wright at this 





WEDNESDAY, SEP. 21st, 1853, 


MELODRAMA—AND THE CAUSE OF ITS 
SUPREMACY. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Si1r,—To the lover of the legitimate drama 


in its pure and unadulterated form, the | 


< house was mainly owing to his (so to speak) 
spectacular performance. A Princess’s audi- 
ence rejected this gentleman’s transparent 
foolery, and thereby drew the distinction be- 
tween themselves and an Adelphi audience. 
Why, then, may we ask, is this extraor- 
dinary and unnatural thing tolerated in 
preference to the genuine old English drama? 
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Is it because audiences, in our day, have ' 
vitiated tastes ? I answer no! emphatically | 
no! Phelps’s success is proof to the con- | 
trary. It is because the public can get 
nothing better—because the principal actors | 
of the day, the most fashionable, and at the | 
same time the best, are guilty of introduc- 

ing that description of French trash with 

which the stage is inundated—and last, not 

least, our gracious sovereign patronises it. 

Were Phelps in royal favour as Kean is, we 

should soon find such horrid omelettes en- 

tirely driven from the stage. 

Wishing this may in time be seen, 








I remain, sir, yours, 
Jas. WALLER. 








A FEW WORDS ON AMATEUR 
SOCIETIES. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Sir,—Apart from the criticism of celebrated 
performances by great men—ingenius dramas 
from the pen of a discriminating author— 
there is no portion of the dramatic world 
that requiresso much notice (and who gets 
so little) as dramatic amateurs. This may 
be more especially said of the class now 
formed and existing at the present time, in- 
asmuch as it has become not only fashionable 
but in many cases highly laudable to be 
one of this class, And, as a last season, the 
present inefficient state of the majority of 


some places this is but sufficient to purchase 
an appearance in such a part as Horatio, or 
Rosencrantz—a sum which ought to be 
sufficient to satisfy any adventurer for a 
night’s performance in two principal cha- 
racters. 

I am not, now, speaking of young noble- 
men or rich tradesmen, who can afford to 
sport their money in this way; but I refer 
to many (and a numerous portion they are), 
young men who form part of our amateurs, 
who are, for the most part, poor, earning 
their bread by the sweat of their brow ; and 
who, if they be not worthy the stage are at 
least entitled to pleasure of this kind, as 
their friends above their station, whose 
pockets are of an enormous depth. It is 
this that makes an amateur performance the 
laughing-stock of many who have discrimi- 
nation enough to criticise strongly; and I 
am sure the valuable criticisms which from 
time to time appear in your columns afford 
sufficient evidence of the truth of my state- 
ment. I, for my part, oppose a graduated 
scale in an amateur performance; but I 
shall subside my view of the case at the con- 
clusion of this letter. 


The second abuse is, as we have seen in- 








efficiency in managers, which, if not equal 
to, is entitled to hold a place beside the 


|abuse of price—for after the parts are 


_ secured and the rehearsals have taken place, 


amateur societies lays claim to exposuré and | through inexperience or unwillingness to 


reproof from the columns of your valuable 
periodical. With these considerations I 
have ventured to enclose a few remarks 
which, however imperfect they may be, are 
made by one who has had extensive experi- 
ence in that sphere of life. 


|teach, an amateur performance, in many 
cases is as deficient in situation and general 
stage business as it is possible tobe. In 
the majority of cases, where do you find the 
stage well dressed—the uses given—the en- 
trances arranged—or the scenery well 


The abuses which are to be complained | managed? -In nine cases out of ten you 


of may be classed as follows :—The abuses 
of price and efficiency of management, and 
in these days it has become quite general 
for a scheming individual, possessing no 
talent as an actor or genius as a manager, 
to establish a society and receive money for 


will find negligence for order, inattention 
| for study, and these combined form no small 
| drawback on an amateur performance. 
| But there are remedies, and in the 
| present case we purpose to define what we 
| consider to be the cause of this disease. I 


what is, in fact, a useless waste of time and | shall attempt this by giving the plan and 


abuse of our best authors. 
price is the chief abuse, and forms the 
greatest barrier to the efficiency of our ama- 
teur performances that can possibly be con- 
ceived. _ The idea of a mechanic’s son, or a 


poor clerk being able to raise the sum of 


one pound, to perform one character. At 


The abuse of | ground-work of a society I once had the 


| 


| honour of being treasurer to. We formed 


a society, and from the society elected the 
| following officers :—A President, Vice-Pre- 
sident, (to do duty in the absence of Presi- 
| dent); Treasurer, and Secretary. The 
' offices were held for one month, at the end 
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of which an election took place for the en- 
suing month. We paid a small fee weekly, 
to form a reserve fund for occasional public 
performances, At weekly meetings we met 
and renearsed various parts, and each mem-: 
ber was called on to give his opinion of the 
various performers, which materially as- 
sisted, not only the elocution of pieces, but 
also our abilities to speak in public, thus 
rendering it an amateur performance, and a 
class for improvement in public speaking, 
possessing the essential properties of a dra- 
matic and oratorical society. 

This is a plan I would recommend as a 
remedy for the abuses complained of, and 
which, I think, would fully answer the pur- 
pose. Thanking you for your kindness in 
inserting former correspondence, permit me 
to subscribe myself Your Obt. Servant, 

HAMLET. 


PROVINCIALS. 


MANCHESTER.—THEATRE ROYAL.—Miss P, 
Horton is delighting numerous audiences by her 
beautiful singing and inimitable acting. The 
pieces have been The} Castle of Otranto, Me- 
phisophiles, and others, which have proved very 
successful, 

Queen’s THEATRE.—This theatre has re- 
opened for the winter season, under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Egan, who is bringing out a new 
piece, entitled the Slave Hunt, a sequel to Uncle 
Tom's Cabin, We shall be able to say something 
about it in our next. 








RicuMonb.-—An excellent evening’s amuse- 
ment took place at this theatre on Thursday 
last, for the benefit of Miss Amy Shedwick, a 
young lady of great personal attactions, also of 
very considerable ability in the higher walks of 
the drama. The pieces selected were Romeo 
and Juliet, one act of the Love Chase, and 
Victorine. In the Love Chase this young as- 
pirent was most successful; her style and 
demeanour being equal to that of Mrs. Nisbet, 
Her “gaiety of manner, rapidity of speech, and 
clear pronounciation—added to which her sil- 
very-toned voice, and graceful action, all com 
bined, proved that she is destined to fill up a 
gap which has been long open, and which can 
ouly be filled by an actress of the ability of 
Miss Shedwick. The theatre was crowded by a 
most fashionable audience, and was patronised 
by his Grace the Duke of Northumberland, 
Lord Dudley Stewart, and a number of military 
officers. 


MACCLESFIELD.—The “ Thespian Amateurs ’’ 
paid a visit so Stockport last Saturday and Mon- 











day, on which occasions they brought forward 
the Rose of Ettrick Vale and Robert Macaire, 
On Saturday evening the pieces were beautifully 
placed on the stage, and well merited the ap- 
plause they received ; patrons in the audience 
frequently expressing their opinion that the 
Thespians excelled in talent any company of 
amateurs (the Manchester Kemble Club not 
excepted) that ever had the honour of visiting 
the Stockport Theatre. On Monday evening 
was performed the Wizard of the Moor, ina 
superior style. The assumption of Isabel, by 
Miss Lees, was the gem of the evening. Messrs, 
Boyle, Coutman, and Atkin, were all that could 
be desired in their respective characters. ‘An- 
nie Laurie’’ was very prettily sung by Mrs. 
Jackson, and gained an encore. The Revolt of 
the Workhouse concluded the entertainments, 
and sent the audience home well pleased with 
the Macclesfield Tiespian Amateurs. 


Lyceum THEATRE.—Mr. J. W. Benson com- 
menced his winter campaign on Friday evening 
last with Damon and Pythias, On the appear- 
ance of Messrs. Benson, Hastings, Lacy, Webb, 
and Mrs. Hastings, all old favourites, the house 
rung with applause for several moments—they 
appeared to feel extremely gratified by the 
esteem in which they are held by their audi- 
ences. At the conclusion of the play Messrs. 
Benson, Hastings, and Lacy, were summoned 
before the curtain to receive the congratulations 
of the audience, when Mr. Benson delivered a 
short address. Who's my Husband? followed, 
in which Mr, Elliot kept the house in pleasurable 
confusion throughout the piece. Wanted 1000 
Young \Milliners for the Gold Diggings con- 
cluded the entertainments, 


Rype.—Mrs._Barrett, the manageress of this 
theatre, is deserving of great credit for her 
liberality and good management. She has pro- 
vided a most efficient company, and amongst 
them are many clever artistes, and a Miss Emily 
Horton may be named as a particular instance, 
who, we understand, is a pupil of Mr. Hoskins’, 
of Sadler’s Wells. This young lady takes the 
lead in juvenile tragedy, and so great is her 
ability, that she has received a most lucrative 
engagement from a London manager. 


RocHEsTER.—THEATRE ROoYAL,—Miss Clara 
St. Casse, the celebrated jnvenile vocalist, has 
appeared here all the week, as Eva, in Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin. She is a clever little actress, and 
delightful singer, her voice being as rich and 
full as that of an adult’s, Amongst several 
others, she sang a beautiful song, “Oh! my 
father dear, calm thy brow,” (composed [by 
Baker) with great taste and feeling—and she 
has been, each night, honoured with a call 
before the curtain. The other characters were 
well performed, especially Ophelia, by Mrs. 
Chester, and Topsey, by Miss Weber, 
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OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 

MADAME TussAuD AND Sons.—This exhibi- 
tion, which has so long been distinguished by 
public patronage, has lately received many very 
interesting additions, and has many more, we 
hear, in progress, proving that the Messrs. 
Tussaud are admirable caterers to the instruction 
and amusement of their vioitors. Oue of the 
groups, which appear highly attractive at pre- 
sent, is entitled the “ Nuptial Group.” The 
Empress of the French being in her bridal dress 
of lace of great value, with numerous magnifi- 
cent ornaments as worn on that occasion, and 
his Majesty, Napoleon III, dressed in the cos- 
tume of a lientenant-general, wearing the 
insignia of the Legion of Honour, also forms a 
prominent feature in the group. 








‘Dover.—The Dover Chronicle says, “ the ap- 
pearance of Mr. Henry Betty at this house on 
Tuesday evening last was under the patronage 
of the Rifle Brigade; and was greeted with a 
full house. In consequence of its previous 
favourable reception, the play of Ingomar was 
chosen for the occasion, The harsh wildness of 
Ingomar, as he first appears; his subsequent 
impassioned fervour; and the deep manly sen- 
timent that finally takes possession of him, under 
the spell-like influence of Parthenia, require a 
more than ordinary intelligence to personify. 
This readiness of adaptation in the case of Mr. 
Betty excited unqualified admiration, while the 
inflections of the voice which characterized the 
gradual change from the wild barbarian to the 
gentle lover and peaceful citizen, were deserv- 
ing of no lessadmiration, The dignified reading 
of the last act contrasted forcibly with the 
uncouth coarseness of the first, and fully estab- 
lished Mr. Betjy’s previous claims as a perfect 
elocutionist.” The power of attracting full 
houses, in the present state of theatricals, is very 
remarkable; and Mr. Betty may well be proud 
of it. 

THE veteran Farren takes his farewell benefit 
at the Olympic, on the 22nd, in che character 
of Lord Ogleby, the part in which he first ap- 
peared in on a London stage. 


Mr. G. V. Brooxe.—Amongst the distin- 
guished visitors who witnessed Mr. Brooke’s Sir 
Giles Overreach, on last Monday evening, was 
Mr. Buchanan, the American minister, who 
appeared to give the closest attention to the 
performance, and to be highly pleased with the 
tragedian’s realization of this diificult character, 


Mr. Epwarp Murray, who has filled the 
office of treasurer at the Olympic theatre under 
Mr, Farren’s management, is engaged as acting 
manager at the Marylebone Theatre, by Mr. J. 
W. Wallack, the new lessee of that establishment. 
A better selection could not be made than Mr. 








Murray for a situation in which urbanity of 
manners and a knowledge of theatrieal man- 
agement are essential. 


MARVLEBONE.—This theatre is announced to 
open for the season, under the management of 
Mr. J. W. Wallack, on Saturday, October Ist, 
with a comedy, and Planche’s burlesque of The 
Fair One with the Golden Locks. 


It is stated that Mr. John Duncombe, the well 
known publisher, purposes issuing without delay 
an entirely new edition of the acting drama upon 
a scale very superior to the work so long and so 
favourably known to the theatrical world. 
Amid its earliest productions, it is said, will be 
found the celebrated drama of The Black Law 
of Martinique, which excited so much interest 
at the Surrey, in conjunction with Mrs. Stowe 
and the above question. 


Mr. J. Massey, formerly the lessee of the 
Cabinet Theatre, Kings Cross, is now in Buffalo, 
the United States of America, where he is get- 
ting into great popularity—playing both tragedy 
and comedy. On the same evening he may be 
seen as Hamlet and Teddy the Tiler—two very 
opposite characters. 





TO IMITATOR, 


The Surrey season has commenced, Ohi! charm- 
ing, 

To Phelps‘s Imitator quite alarming ; 

If a manager allows him to perform, 

You may be sure he will get up a storm. 


Macready, Phelps, and Kean, must then retire, 
And allow this dignified charact’ to aspire. 

This noble William Tell and modern Brutus, 

If gratuitously allowed will vilely bruit us, 


His Lady of Lyons, if he’s to be believed, 

A lion will be one, of first-rate breed ; 

The Florence Legend, too, will come ont strong, 
If his long bow be uot drawn too long. 


In Sir Giles Orerreach, rather a ticklish part, 

| The Jmitator, here, at least, must use his art. 
The Gumester / inv this he owns he’s rather calm, 
But in Coriolanus must bear away the palm, 














| High soul’d Macbeth, though last, yet not the 
least, 

In this, to see him, must prove, indeed, a feast, 

Here the Imitator his powers will shew, 

His prospects brighten with Phelps’s declining 
glow. 


And now farewell to this broth of a boy, 
His career on the stage be bliss and joy; 
Forgive his presumption, let him do all be can, 
The Imitator may yet be a man. 

G, H. BRANDOW. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP 
EVER MODELLED.—Their Royal High- 
nesses the Prince of Wales, Prince Alfred, the 
Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, Princess 
Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur 











which has been honoured with the highest en- 
comiums. — Madame TUSSAUD and SONS. 
Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker Street, Portman 
Square. Admission 1s,: Napoleon Rooms, 6d. | 
Open from 11 in the morning till 10 at night. 
EW, CHEAP, AND CORRECT MUSIC,— 
The Musical Bouquet to be had at J. Allen’s, 
Warwick Lane, Paternoster Row, price 3d. All 
the popular and admired songs of Mr. Henry 
Russell, as sung by him in his admired enter- 
tainment now performing at the Lyceum. THE 
MODERN JUVENILE PIANIST ; or, tittle 
AIRS FOR LITTLE PLAYERS (Musical Bouquet 
Editions.) ‘The cheapest, best printed, and 
most useful editions ever published. All from 
engraved plates, and not the ugly cheap type 
method of printing. 
HEATRICAL AND MUSICAL AGENCY 
25, Bow Street, Covent Garden.—MEM- 
BERS of the THEATRICAL PROMESSION are 
respectfully requested to send in their names, 
addresses, terms, &c, at the earliest conveni- 
ence, as duiing the present month the principal 
engagements for the winter will be made. Par- 
ties desirous of Entering the Profession treated 
on fair and honourable terms. All letters (en- 
closing a stamp) to be addressed to Mr. T. 
Payne, Theatrical Agent, 25, Bow Street, 
Covent Garden. 
OYAL SOHO THEATRE.—Mkr. Mowsray, 
the lessee, begs respectfully to announce 
to the Nobility, Gentry, his Friends and the 
Poblic, that HIS BENEFIT will take place on 
Thursday, September 29th, 1853. The Per- 
formances will commence with the drama in two 
acts, by J. R. Planche, Esq., entitled NOT A 
BAD JUDGE, To be followed by the old En- 
glish comedy of SPEED THE PLOUGH. To 
conclude with the screaming farce, by Egerton 
Wilks, $Esq., of THE RAILROAD STATION. 
Doors open at half past Six, Performances to 
commence at seven, Stalls 3s. Dress Circle 
2s. 6d. Pit and Upper Boxes Is. Private 
Boxes £1 1s. each, Private Boxes, Stalls, and 
Dress Circle Places may be secured at the Box 
Office of the Theatre, which is open daily from 
10 till 5. 
f{\O0 AMATEURS AND OTHERS.—The ad- 
vertiser wishes to obtain the assistance of 
several gentlemen to aid in the joint production 
of a Tragedy, Comedy, and Farce, to be pro- 
duced in six weeks from this date. The parts 
to be sold at a moderate price. Address, with 
particniars, to X. Y. Z., Care of Mr. Cocks, 
Tailor, &c., Arcade, London Bridge. 




















THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


RAMATIC AND ELOCUTIONARY IN.. 
STRUCTION.—Mrs, W. West, (late of 

the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane and Covent 
Garben), begs to inform her patrons and friends 
that she continues to give lessons in Elocution 
and to receive pupils for the STAGE, at her 
residence, 277, Strand. 





HEATRICAL AGENCY, 21, Bow Street, 
Covent Garden, (Entrance in Broad Court) 
Office hours from 11 till 4 daily 
Mr. HENRY BUTLER, late of the Theatre 
Royal Drury Lane, has the honour to announce 
to Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of entering 
the THEATRICAL PROFESSION, that he 
negotiates engagements for all parts of England, 
America, and the Continent, Private Theatricals 
superintended, Costume of every description 
to be sold er lent on hire. Books of M.S.S, pro- 
cured on the shortest notice. All Csmniunica- 
tions to be post paid, ‘and if requiring an answer 
to contain a Stamp. 





ASINO DE VENISE, 218, High Holborn 
The most spacious, elegant, and costly" 
BALL-ROOM in London, has re-opened for the 
season, During the recess numerous and ex- 
tensive alterations have been effected; the 
building extended, an additional Gallery and 
large Subscription Room added, the whole en- 
tirely re-decorated in a chaste and superb style, 
utterly regardless of expenditure. Nine new 
and Magnificent Crystal Chandeliers illuminate 
the Salle de Danse, while everything that can 
conduce to the comfort and convenience of the 
visitors has been sedulonsly studied and adopted. 
Mr, W. M. Packer, with his Grand Band, wil! 
perform nightly a great variety of novelties in 
Operatic and Dance Music, including a new 
selection from “The Daughter of the Regi- 
ment,” ‘*The Ringoletto,’ “ Féte de Lilas,” 
and *England’’ Quadrilles—‘‘ Dublin Exhibi- 
tion,’ “ Lorlay,” and “‘ Rose” Waltzes ”—i\he 
“Invitation ’’ and ‘ Frankfort’’ Polkas— the 
“Omega ” and **Syrens” Redowas—the * Elec- 
tric Galop,” &c., &c. Doors open at Eight 
o’clock and close at Twelve. Admission One 
Shilling. Season Subscription Three Guineas, 





SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Three Months .....+..000-eeeeeee08 One Shilling 
Bix Months  ........0000 se ereeveeee TWO Shillings. 
Twelve Months............0++0... Four Shillings. 
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